ACP CONFERENCE, 2010
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Name…………………………………………………………………..  Gender (M/F)…………….

Organisation…………………………………………………………………………….

Country………………………………………………………………………………….

Dietary requirements  [None]  [Halal]  [Diabetic]  [Vegetarian]  [Other]……………………………..

Postal Address…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

E-mail address………………………………………………………………………………

Phone (office)…………………………….. (house)………………………(cell)……………………..

Fax……………………………………………..

Accompanying spouse (if any).  Name…………………………………………………………………

Dietary requirements  [None]  [Halal]  [Diabetic]  [Vegetarian]  [Other]………………………………

Transport arrangements.

Means of transport        Own car  /   Shared car  /  Bus  /  Air

If arriving by air, state airport of arrival (Maseru / Bloemfontein).   Flight number ………………….

Arrival date …………………………..  Arrival time……………………………..

Departure date ………………………… Departure time …………………………….

Departure flight number ……………………. Destination of flight ………………………………..

Do you want transport from and to the airport?............................................

Transport from Maseru airport costs M150.00 per person.    Transport from Bloemfontein costs M300.00 per person, but because of the distance, delegates arriving on different flights may be transported together so as to make economic use of the vehicles.     These prices include transport back to the airport for departure.    
If arriving by road, do you want to be met at Maseru Bridge Border Post?..............................

If yes, estimated date and time of arrival………………………………………… (7am – 9pm)
Accommodation.

Please indicate the accommodation you would prefer.       If the hotel you chose is full, we will look for alternative accommodation for you in a hotel of similar price range.

First choice accommodation………………………………………………………………………….
Second choice accommodation……………………………………………………………………….

Arrival date…………………………….      Departure date …………………………………….

If sharing a room, who do you want to share with? ………………………………………………….

Smoking [   ]
Non-smoking [   ]

No accommodation required  [    ]

Tours.

There will be excursions on Wednesday 4th August.     Alternatives are;

1. Katse Dam

2. Mohale Dam

3. Semonkong

4. Thaba Bosiu and Roma

5. Thaba Bosiu and Morija

6.
      Thaba Bosiu and Kome cave dwellings.

7.         Thaba Bosiu only, with a free afternoon.

Descriptions of these places will be found on an adjoining page.
Please indicate First choice……………………… Second choice……………………………….
Are you interested in optional tours after the conference ends?..........................................................

For details of organized tours available, see the Optional Tours page.

Payment.

The conference fee is M3,700.00 if paid by 31st March 2010, M4,000.00 if paid between 1st April and 30th June 2010, and M4,500.00 if paid after 30th June 2010.

Conference fee ………………………………..
Accompanying spouse…………………………
Transport from and to airport …………………
Accommodation……………………………….
Other ………………………………………….
TOTAL ……………………………………….
Payments should be deposited into account number 01400 453 60501 at Standard Lesotho Bank, Tower Branch, Maseru.       The bank’s sorting code is 060-667 and its SWIFT code is SBICLSMX.
Note that the Lesotho currency, the Loti (plural Maloti) is exactly equal to the South African Rand.   Delegates registering from South Africa may pay the amount in Rand into any branch of Standard Bank.   No currency conversion factors are required.    On arrival in Lesotho, you will find that South African notes and coins are accepted everywhere, so there is no need to exchange currency at the border.

For those from outside South Africa, the value of the Rand is at present fluctuating between R7.50 and R8.00 to US$1.00.   Banks will give an up-to-date figure.

For those coming by car, petrol is normally cheaper in Lesotho than in South Africa.   At the time of writing it is M7.05 per litre in Lesotho and R8.06 in South Africa.   

Please fax copies of the deposit slips to +266 22-321-657 or e-mail to events@gcs.co.ls
Any questions should be directed to Mrs. ‘Matau Namane, Global Conferences & Seminars, 270 Constitution Road, Box 7008, Maseru 100, phone +266 22-321-656, cell +266 58706402 e-mail events@gcs.co.ls
IMPORTANT.
We will try to send an acknowledgement of every booking within one week, but there may be delays with the bank transfer.     Several of us have been experiencing problems with our phone lines, so faxes and e-mails have sometimes failed to reach us.


If you do not hear from us within one week of booking, please follow up with a phone call to ‘Matau Namane on the land-line or cell-phone numbers above, or to Colin Macdonald at +266 58856852 (cell) or +266 22360288 (land-line and fax), or e-mail to colin.macdonald@leo.co.ls, or phone Ratsiame Khampane at +266 58845472.

SCENIC EXCURSIONS

1.
Katse Dam.
This is the centerpiece of the Lesotho Highlands Water Scheme, the aim of which is to catch water high in the mountains of Lesotho.   It dams the Malibamatso River, a major tributary of the Senqu, which becomes the Orange River when it crosses into South Africa.   This water is diverted Northwards to supply the needs of Gauteng Province, at the same time generating electricity for Lesotho.


With a height of 185 metres, the dam is the second largest in Africa (Ethiopia’s Tekeze Dam is the largest).    It impounds a lake second only in volume to Ghana’s Volta Lake.   It is enclosed by mountains and is a unique scenic attraction.


It is a long way from Maseru, so the excursion must start early, but the road climbs to more than 3000m above sea level at the summit of Mafika Lisiu Pass.    From here there are spectacular views Northwards over the Free State and Southwards over Lesotho’s mountain ranges, which may well be snow-covered in August.

2.
Mohale Dam.   This is a large dam, 145m in height, on the Senqunyane river which traps another spectacular lake surrounded by mountains.     Water is transferred to Katse through a tunnel.     It is about two hours drive from Maseru, over mountain passes up to 2600m above sea level.   Boat trips are available.


Mohale and Katse could be visited together as a two-day excursion after the conference, returning by a different route to make a circular tour.    This would show much more of the Lesotho Highlands Water Scheme including the locations of other dams planned for the future.    There are good hotels where accommodation may be found.

3.
Semonkong.
   Semonkong is a mountain frontier town, small in size but at the end of a road serving a large populated area, from which onward transport is normally on foot or horseback (though there are one or two roads going on from there which are classified as “extreme 4 x 4”).    It gives an insight into living conditions in the mountains.   The excursion will probably include a visit to Semonkong High School.


Semonkong used to be served by two flights per day from Maseru.  Instead of a car park the airport had a set of hitching rails for horses awaiting the passengers.   The road has now been improved and can be negotiated by normal cars and buses, so there are no longer air services.


Its main scenic attraction is the Malutsenyane Falls, situated within walking distance of the town, where the river drops 192 metres into a deep canyon, making it the highest single-drop waterfall in Africa.    It is about half as high again as Victoria Falls, though carrying only a tiny fraction of the amount of water.  (Tugela Falls, on the Eastern escarpment of Lesotho is higher, but goes down in three distinct steps).


For the adventurous, the world’s longest commercial rope abseil is down into the canyon alongside the waterfall.


The road is gravel and sometimes rough, but does not require a 4 x 4.


All these excursions are weather permitting.     On the average, roads in the mountains may be impassable due to snow for a few days each year, but the weather forecast gives ample warning.      It is much more likely that we will have clear skies and sunshine, with snow on the mountain tops.
HISTORICAL EXCURSIONS
1. 
Thaba-Bosiu (The “Mountain at Night”) is the mesa-like fortress that Moshoeshoe the Great used to build up the Basotho nation during the period from 1824-1870. This large mountain stronghold, which covers about 7 square kilometers and possesses a number of springs, rises 130 metres above the surrounding valley. With only 6 passes to its summit, all defendable, it was attacked by numerous African opponents, including Mzilikazi, as well as the British and finally the Orange Free State commandos, but it was never captured. Thaba-Bosiu provided security during a time of regional upheaval and nation-building, during which time Moshoeshoe was able to peacefully amalgamate various clans and peoples into the Basotho nation. The British granted Moshoeshoe protection in 1868 so that Lesotho should not be swallowed up by the Free State.

Today, Thaba-Bosiu is a National Monument. A 15 minute climb up the main Rafutho Pass (a dolerite dyke – please wear good walking shoes) to the top of the flat-topped mountain will give you a clear understanding of the difficulty that its attackers faced. On top, you will see various ruins dating from the 19th century, and the graves of many important chiefs and prophets, including that of Moshoeshoe himself. The guide will provide many interesting stories about the mountain and the times of Moshoeshoe.

A new Cultural Village at the base of the mountain fortress - with a restaurant, craft sales and numerous facilities – will be operating from early 2010 and should provide a number of added benefits for visitors.

2. 
Roma is the centre of the Roman Catholic Church in Lesotho, founded in late 1862 by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) under the Frenchmen Bishop Allard and Fr. Joseph Gerard. From small beginnings during the 19th century, the church spread out to become the largest in Lesotho during the 20th century with great assistance coming from the French Canadians after the First World War. The Catholic Church has been a pioneer regarding higher education, and the present National University of Lesotho began as Pius XII University College in 1945. 

Among other historic features, the grave of Father Gerard, who was beatified during the Papal Visit of September 1988, can be viewed at the local parish church.

3. 
Morija: Moshoeshoe the Great invited “teachers of peace” (missionaries) to come and work with him as co-nation-builders. Arriving in mid-1833, the three French Protestant missionaries (Casalis, Arbousset and Gosselin) were placed by Moshoeshoe at Morija and became instrumental in transcribing Sesotho, developing literacy work, transforming certain agricultural practices, and assisting Moshoeshoe in his diplomatic relations with the British and Afrikaners. They also built up a strong church, with vibrant local leadership, which has contributed greatly to the progress of the Basotho nation. Morija also trained teachers and other church workers who went out to many parts of South Africa, Botswana, Zambia, and Mozambique. Morija is also noteworthy as a cultural centre: it was here that Thomas Mofolo (1875-1948) wrote Moeti oa Bochabela (The Traveller to the East), the first novel published in sub-Saharan Africa (1906), followed by Pitseng, and then Chaka. A strong tradition of publishing continues. JP Mohapeloa (1908-1982), Lesotho’s greatest musical composer, lived and worked in Morija for most of his life. Finally, Morija hosts an annual Arts & Cultural Festival each October.
Today, historic Morija remains the headquarters of the Protestant church (Lesotho Evangelical Church). Among other noteworthy features are Morija Museum & Archives, with valuable archival collections and exhibits dealing with science, history and culture, as well as many books on Lesotho for sale. There is also a Tea Room and Maeder House Craft Centre. Morija Printing Works is Lesotho’s oldest press, founded in 1861, and still its best. It too is worth a visit. Hiking trails to dinosaur footprints provide a beautiful vista below (1 hour 30 minutes round trip, good hiking shoes required).

4.
Kome cave dwellings.

These are situated in a spectacular location surrounded by mountains about 40Km North of Maseru.    They consist of a group of houses built under a large natural overhang, which was home to bushmen in the distant past.    They were built and first occupied in 1824 by people fleeing from war in what is now Eastern Cape.     They are still occupied by descendants of the original inhabitants, and are remarkably cool in summer and warm in winter.


There is a steep descent from the visitor centre to the cave, so good walking shoes are recommended.

OPTIONAL TOURS

       Various activities are possible over the week-end following the conference, which ends at lunch time on Friday 6th August.      There are organized tours available, of which details can be obtained on request.       Alternatively, those with vehicles may wish to explore on their own.


Suggestions are;

1.
Ski-ing at Mahlasela, altitude 3220m on the road to Mokhotlong, about 3 hours drive from Maseru.    The facility is run by Afriski.    Equipment and accommodation available.     In recent years there has been snow up till mid or late August.

2.
Pony trekking.   Molimo Nthuse, Ramabanta, Malea-lea Lodge. 

3.
Mohale and Katse dams via Thaba Tseka.     Overnight accommodation is available at Mohale Orion Lodge, Marakabei Lodge (between Mohale and Thaba Tseka) or at Katse Orion Lodge.

4.
Sani Pass.   A very spectacular route back to Kwazulu Natal or Eastern Cape.  4 x 4s strongly recommended.       Accommodation is available at Sani Top, the highest pub in Africa.   For the energetic, this would be a starting point for climbing Thabana Ntletnyana (3482m) the highest mountain in Southern Africa.

5.
Sehlabathebe National Park (Qacha’s Nek District).     Mountain scenery, rock pools and unique plants not found elsewhere.     This could be a diversion on the route home to Kwazulu Natal or Eastern Cape via Qacha’s Nek.   The last 12km of road (inside the park) could be difficult with a car of low ground clearance.

6.
Quthing.    Historic cave house first inhabited by Swiss missionaries, now set up as a museum.    Just 8 km away, and close to the main road are dinosaur footprints.      This is on the way to Qacha’s Nek, or a small diversion from the route to Tele Bridge border post which leads to Eastern Cape.

7.
Tshlenyane National Park (Butha Buthe District).     Mountain scenery.

8.
The Sentinel and the Drakensberg peaks.     Cross into Qwa Qwa in South Africa.   A road leads high up towards The Sentinel, and you may continue on a well built footpath up onto the top of the Amphitheatre and view Tugela falls from the top, together with Lesotho’s spectacular Eastern border.      You will see two streams there, a couple of hundred metres apart, one of which flows into the Indian Ocean and the other into the Atlantic.    (Not recommended in bad weaher).
